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HE 


sudden death of President Roosevelt at this juncture in 


the world’s history must be reckoned a major disaster to the 
cause of humanity. He was a master-politician of American 


democracy; and by a supreme 


ireny his last striking political 


manoeuvre may have for its consequence the jeopardizing of the 


Franklin Roosevelt: 


a personal 


by VERA 


RANKLIN D. Roosevelt has 
not lived to see the final 
stages of the war which he, 

more than any man—more even 
than Churchill—was determined 
that the Allies should fight. 
History alone will reveal how far 
he was behind the British decla- 
ration of war in 1939, and to 
what extent his secret policies, 
as some well-informed Ameri- 
cans believe, were designed de- 


Hberately to precipitate the 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbour. 

Roosevelt’s career can be under- 
stood only if we remember that 
American polities are still at approxi- 


mately the same stage as British 
politics in the eighteen-nineties. The 
outlook of the Democrats, represented 
by Roosevelt at the White House 
since 1932, is substantially that of 
the British Liberal imperialists who 
sought to improve the lot of those 
whom Americans call “the under- 
privilered” without any real sense of 
belonging to the same flesh and blood. 


The New Deal 


The late President’s war-policy and 
prospective peace-preparations have 
obliterated in public memory_ the 
dramatic record of his New Deal. 
But when his achievements come to 
be regarded in the perspective of 
history, his most constructive contri- 
bution may well be seen in terms of 
his domestic rather than his foreign 
policy. 


In the black years following 1929, 
American men and women tramped 
the streets to join the longest bread- 
lines in history, while commissions 
futilely reported on the situation. The 
American nation, threatened by total 
insecurity, was gripped by an almost 
unprecedented hysteria and loss of 
courage, From that madness and 
hysteria, Roosevelt rescued them with 


A LITTLE SUM IN 
ARITHMETIC 


N old friend of ours has written to us 

again after a longish interval. How long 
it is since he last wrote he doesn’t say. But he 
gave some particulars by which it could be 
arrived at. He thought we might ‘have the 
time to waste’ to work it out for ourselves. 
We hadn't, but curiosity got the better of us 
and we did. Perhaps some of you may want 
to do so too, though there is no prize for 
correct answers! 

Our correspondent is a CO working on the 
land. That means he has little margin of 
income heyond the bare necessities of life. for 
contributions to HQ Fund or any other Good 
Cause. Nevertheless he has adopted the plan 
of assessing himself at so much per week on 
our behalf. He says he feels ‘“‘vastly virtuous” 
at having at last sent on to us the amount 
that he has thus gradually accumulated. He 
suggests that it would be ‘‘a very useful reser- 
voir for us to tap at regular intervals if all 
other SINGLE COs working on the jand who 
do not already subscribe were to follow the 
same practice.’” The idea and the capital 
letters are his. We pass it on without com- 
ment: hut we think some others may like to 
share that virtuous feeling inside. which he is 


impression 
BRITTAIN 


pie WADI morale and his New 
eal. 

When, at the end of 1941, he had 
achieved the entry of thé United 
States into the Second World War, 
his whole energies were dedicated to 
seeing his country through to victory 
and to creating the settlement which 
would follow. 

For all the accessibility, the natural 
benevolence, the personal charm and 
the liberal outlook for which he was 
justly renowned, his attitude to his 
critics at home and his enemies 
abroad was even more intolerant 
than Churchill’s. He it was who is 
said to have been most insistent on 
“unconditional surrender” both as a 
sloran and a policy, He was more 
ruthless with conscientious objectors 
and other non-co-operators, and less 
patient with the opponents of such 
terrible contraventions of  inter- 
national law ag obliteration-bombing, 
than any British statesman of these 
war-time years. 

A year ago, when the controversy 
on “massacre-bombing,” precipitated 
by an article of mine in the March 
number of the American FoR maga- 
zine Fellowship, was filling scores of 
American newspapers, the President, 
through his secretary, Mr, Stephen 
Early, delivered to the 28 eminent 
American supporters of my _ protest 
one of the most stinging rebukes ever 
made by the head of a State to his 
fellow-citizens. Actually (though not 
officially, since I was a British sub- 
ject) that rebuke-—as a subsequent 
comment at a Press conference by 
Mrs. Roosevelt indicated — was 
directed with equal force against 
myself. 


A personal meeting 


But in spite of this controversy and 
of the bitter note (suggestive of an 
uneasy conscience) which crept into 
some of the American attacks, I can 
feel nothing but dismay and a deep 
personal regret at 
passing of this man, on whose power 
to mend what he had done so much 
to break, the hopes of mankind had 
come to rely. 

Since the news of his death flashed 
across the world, I have recalled 
again and again the 15 minutes that 
I spent alone with him in his study 
at the White House on a December 
afternoon in 1937. 

This personal meeting came about 
through a series of unexpected 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
THOSE 900,000 
FOR EUROPE 
Promise and reality 
[THE Government statement in the 

Commons on Mar. 28 on the 
‘extent of British food relief for 


Europe now appears to have been 
grossly misleading. 


experiencing. And we shall love to do any 
more fittle sums in arithmetic like his, that 
may be set us. 

Our friend apologizes for his own ‘“‘micro- 
scopical” assessment; but we are well satisfied 
and most grateful. IT IS 4d. PER WEEK, 
AND HE FORWARDS US THE SUBSTAN- 
TIAL TOTAL OF £2 7s. HOW LONG IS IT 


Tong is it since yours? 


MAUD ROWNTREE 


CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers 
-Contributions to HQ Fund since Apr. 6: 
£12 4s. 6d. Year's total to date: £130 7s. 3d. 
Donations to the Fund should be sent, marked 


“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. W.C.1 : 


SINCE HIS LAST REMITTANCE? And how | 


Mr. Attlee’s words were: 


“The Minister of Food has sent, or agreed 
to release to the liberated areas, whic 
includes some of the Mediterranean areas 
as well, 900,000 tons from our own stock.” 

| Later in the same speech he re- 
ferred to “that 900,000 tons which we 
have sent or are still sending.” Other 
Members interpreted this with more 
and more emphasis on the proportion 
actually sent. Thus, Earl Winterton 
talked “of this very generous convey- 
ance of 900,000 tons of food,” and 
Cmdr. Prior even more optimistically 
referred to 


“the most magnificent gesture which this 


the untimely. 


2d. work on which his heart was set. 
-_ When he sacrificed Vice-Presi- 


dent Wallace on the eve of the 
last presidential election to the 
hostility of the Southern Demo- 
crats in order te make his own 
election more secure, and there- 
by opened the vice-presidential 
nomination to the colourless and 
innocuous Senator Truman, who 
now succeeds to the Presidency, 
he teok a great risk. 


No doubt it was difficult for a man 
like Roosevelt seriously to contem- 
plate the necessity of making political 
provision for the event of his own 
death. But posterity may count it 
against him that he did not take the 
risk of keeping Henry Wallace in the 
position he had filled with such dis- 
tinction. 

That the USA should. be repre- 
sented in the crucial councils of the 
world today by President Truman is 
a cause for wonder and dismay. But 
it may be that the US Senate will be 
less obstinate with one who is so 
palpably one of themselves. 


U.S.A.’s responsibilities 


WF ever the world needed strong and 
wise leadership from the USA, it 
does today. Roosevelt, no doubt had 
many faults. The debate of future 
historians will be endless as_ to 
whether he was or was not too astute 
a politician. But, by and large, it was 
universally felt that he was worthy 
of the unique position he had achieved 
in becoming President of the United 
States foy four termg in succession. 
American policy, under his direc- 
tion, might well have failed to be 
equal to the huge responsibilities that 
have now fallen to it; but that would 


have been because American demo- 
eracy was incapable of more. Roose- 
velt would have got out of the 


American people all that they are at 
present capable of, and driven the 
reluctant constitutional machinery of 
that great country as far as it could 
go. A 

If anything could have saved the 
San Francisco conference and the 
world-security organization from 
being submerged under the rising 
wave of scepticism and disillusion, it 
would have been the energy of his 
inspiration, and his unflagging deter- 
mination to reach the goal which he 
had set before himself from the 
beginning of: his political career. 

The leader of a vast democracy 
must be a great educator of demo- 
cracy, if his name js to be remem- 
bered with honour. President Roose- 
velt was that, 


Chasm between Allies 


TPHE San Francisco conference, now 
that he is dead, will be like 
Hamlet without the Prince of Den- 


TONS OF FOOD 


country has made in sending 900,000 tons of 

food to France.” 

No analysis of this composite 
figure, either by country of destina- 
tion, or by deliveries as against pro- 
mises has yet been made known 
BUT: 

SHAEF issued a set of figures on 
Apr. 8, according to which—in the 


words of the Daily Mail: 

“From D-Day to the end of February... 
we sent to France 12,739 tons of food. Food 
sent from the United States totalled 285 985 
tons.” 


In other words until last month 
the British help for France in food- 
stuffs was less than one-twentieth of 
American. 

And to put our 12,739 tons in per- 
‘spective, it may be noted that four 
ships carrying American Lend-Lease 
supplies which arrived at French 
ports during the last week of Feb. 
and the first week of Mar. garried 
8,600 tons of food—rice. lard, milk— 
although this was subsidiary to their 
main cargoes of cotton, chemicals, 
metals and paper. 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


mark, And there is no doubt that the 
political situation has deteriorated 
very considerably in the brief period 
since Yalta, The Polish agreement 
was the king-pin of that conference; 
and it represented the extreme limit 
of possible concession to Russian 
exigence. : 


Yet the evidence since is, first, that 
the Polish agreement was merely 
verbal “(because Russia and the 
Western Powers meant entirely 
different things by “democracy”), and 
second, that Russia is disregarding 
even her verbal commitments. That 
such a statement as the following 
should be possible in the Manchester 
Guardian (Apr, 12) is a clear proof 
of the alarming chasm that has 
appeared between Russia and her 
allies: 

“No news has yet been received of the 
missing delegation of Polish underground 
leaders believed to be detained in Russia for 


conversations about the establishment of a new 
Polish government. 

“The British Ambassador has been instructed 
to make investigations and is. still trying to 
get information. Now that M. Witos, the old 
leader of the Polish Peasant Party, and 
generally recognized as Poland's ‘elder states- 
man’, has also disappeared. the Ambassador is 
likely to extend his inquiries. 


Plt is disturbing that no word has been 
received from any authoritative Russian 
source, for such reserve only appravates sus- 


picion. Even in quarters where, by tradition, 
silent diplomacy is preferred there is disquiet 
over the silence that now prevails in and out- 
side Poland on this question which is so essen- 
tially one for the Allies to solve together.” 


The fact that Stalin has agreed to 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Revenge and peace 
won’t mix 
— says U.S. Corporal 


The following appeared in a 
letter signed by Cpl. Robert J. 
Gillick, Bomb Sq., in the London 
edition of Stars and Stripes, the 
US Forces newspaper, on Tuesday 
of last week: 

TNHERE is a common fallacy, 

masquerading under a banner 
of patriotism, that all Germans are 
responsible for the brutal crimes of 
the fanatical Nazis. Supporters 
of tais belief constantly pul] out 
their choice examples of brutality, 
and newspapers, working on the 
principle that stirring up a little 
hatred for the Germans doesn't do 
any harm, give us tales of 
atrocities, 

The teaching of hatred is a Nazi 
doctrine. Are we to copy their 
tactics in order to accomplish what 
our soldiers are fighting for? This 
war is being waged against evil, 
and the victory must be a_ con- 
structive triumph over evil. For 
the future of civilization the victors 
must learn that they cannot enjoy 
revenge and peace simultaneously. 


* 

Records show that 20,000,000 
out of 25,000,000 German voters 
favoured a new democratic regime 
in 1920, and despite’ troubled 
economic conditions. agitation and 
pressure, only one third of the 
voters favoured Hitler at the last 
free election. After that tragic 
day, Jan. 30, 1933, the German 
people were trapped in the hands 
oa fanatical leader, a magnified 
Pied Piper who played the tune 
tiat plunged a whole nation into 
chaos, 

It seems clear that the ordinary 
German people, who probably were 
ve cr consulted in the first place as 
to their desire for war, are tired. 
and sickened by years of fighting. 
Tt also seems clear that these poor, 
wretched souls have long since been 
punished. 

* 


If it is the desire of the American 
people to see freedom under God as 
the product of this great conflict, 
where love is substituted for hate 
and charity for revenge, then our 
enaly course is a policy of sane 
treatment of the German people. 
We ean win the peace only by re 


\ conciliation and Christian forbear- 
| ance toward them. 


me rm A A SS 
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PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


THE FRUITS OF 
VICTORY 


T seems, and is, a long time ago 
since this War was currently 
ealled “the phoney war.” That was in 
the wintery of 1939. In the succeed- 
~ five years the war has been real 


cnn the material sense. As an} 
ace Of self-destruction by what} 
calls itself civilization it has beaten 


all the records—with ease. Neverthe- 
less, there is something phgney about 
it, which has emerged with distressing 
clarity as the upheaval has neared its 
end, 


It is manifest in two ways. First, 
in the tragedy of Poland. Britain 


went to war, professedly, to defend 


Poland. Britain is victorious. Yet 
Poland has lost everything. Not only 
huge tracts of ierritory, but the 
barest semblance of real indepen- 


dence. Never has a faithful ally of 
this country been so completely and 
so brazenly let down as Poland has 
been by Mr. Churchill’s government. 

That is, in itself, an extraordinary 
consequence of British victory, But it 
leads on to another. The Polish 
settlement has been approved by an 
overwhelming majority of Parliament. 
That is equally extraordinary. And 
the reason why Parliament has done 
this is thay the sacrifice of Poland has 
been represented as the necessary 
iwrice, on Which Russia has insisted, of 
Russia’s remaining our ally and con- 
zenling to sponsor a_ world-peace 
organization, At this point the 
paradox becomes fantastic. The price 
of Russia entering a world-peace 
organization is that she should be 
allowed to deal with Poland precisely 
as vhe would have done if no world- 
peace organization had existed. In 
other words. Russia says: “I will join 
your old world-peace. organization 
provided it means nothing at all” 
That is, indeed, the precise meaning 
of the veto-power on which she has 
insisted. 

The net result is that the pre-war 
anarchy is fully restored, only it is 
now called world-security, That is the 
second extraordinary consequence of 
British victory. So extraordinary are 
these results that they prompt the 
question: Has it been a British vie- 
tory at all?) And the ynswer is plainly 
No. It has been a Russian and an 
American victory. The Russian vic- 
tory is apparent in the treatment of 
Poland, the ally of Britain. The 
American victory is apparent in the 
re-christening of world-anarchy by 
the name of world-security. This 
latter victory is, of course, unreal. It 
ix merely the attempt to bluff the 
American public into the belief that 
something has been won. The bluff 
18 so transparent that it will almost 
certainly be called. American idealism 
will revolt against world-securily as 
hatched at Yalta. 

The position now is: Russia will 
reject the peace-organization if it in- 
volves any diminution whatsoever of 
iner power to do exactly as she likes. 


USA will repudiate it if it leaves | 


Russia completely uncontrolled. And 
Britain’s effort to keep the alliance 
of the Big Three in being—an effort 
to which she has sacrificed her 
honour—-looks like having been com- 
pletely in vain, 


_For the facts are: Russia dees not : 


care if Burope becomes a chaos, She 
can seal herself off from the chaos. 
And the USA is too far away to eare. 
The condition of Europe, which 
Means, so anpallingly littl to the 
averare Englishman, means infinitely 
Jess ta the average American. 

Britain's one chance of « vietory that had 
some postlive meanings in it) was ta have na 
palicy fur Eurene. Hitler, misguided and 
fanatical though he was, had at least a vision 
ef a united Burove. Three and four years are 
we used to weary our readers Rnd ourselyes in 
these vages hy insisting that there could only 
he sense. imstead of insanity, in this war if 
Britoin became the champion of a better polley 
for Europe than H'tler’s 

The chance of giving sense to the wee was 
mirsed. It is now revealed as pure insanity 
not from Mussia’s point of view. for whum the 
destruction and downfall of Europe js so much 
gain; not frem America’s point of view. for 
America is remote and velf-sufficient within 
her own hemisphere --but from our own. 
Nevertheless. there may. there must. vet he 
time to save semethine fFrem the ruin, 1s 
Britain even now bas the conrage of her own 
yest self in defending vrastrate Germany and 
helping her to her feet arain. the seed of 
European unity may be saved to germinate in 
the future. 


W@RDS*OFSPEAGE 
No. 121 


| 2 mast confess that all through my 
life I have found myself in disagree- 
; ment alternately with both the his- 
toric English parties. 1 have always 
urged fighting wars and other con- 
tentions with might and main till 
overwhelming victory, and. then offer- 
ing the hand of friendship ifo the 
vanquished, Thus I have always been 
against the Pacifists during the 
quarrel, and against the Jingoes at 
its close, 
Meny years 


after this South 
Afrieen incident, Lord Birkenhead 
mentioned to me a Latin quotation 
whieh seems to embody this idea ex- 
tremely well. “Parcere subjectis et 
debellare superbos,” which he trans- 
lated finely “Spare the conquered and 


lear down the proud.” I seem to have 
| come very near achieving this thought 
iby my own wntutored reflections. The 


of my best ideas, and I must concede 
fo them the patent rights in this 
maxim, Never indeed was it more 
apt than in South Africa. Wherever 
we departed from it, we suffered; 
wherever we followed ie w¢ 
trinmphed. 

And not only in South Africa. I 
thought we vught to have conquered 
the Irish and then given them Home 
Rule; that we oaght to have starved 


out the Germans, und then re- 
nictualled their country; and that 
after smashing the General Strike, 
we should have met the grievences 
of the miners. £ always get into 
‘ trouble becanse so few people take 


this line, T was onee asked to devise 
an omseriplion for a@ monument ty 
France, Tawrote: “ln war. Resolution. 
\In defeat: Defiance. In victory, Mag- 
nanny, Ln peace, Goodwill.” The 
lnscription was not accepted. 

{t is all the fault of the 


human 


j; Romans have often forestalled many | 


i brath being made in two lobes, only | 


one of which does any thinking, so 
that we ave all right-handed oy left- 
bake whereas if we were properly 
constructed we should use onr right 
land left hands with equal force and 
[skill according to circumstances. As 
it ts, those who can win a war can 
ravely make a good peace, and those 


iwho could make a good peace, would ; 


yever have won the war, It would 
perhaps be pressing the urqument? too 
far to saggest that £ eould do both, 

—Winston Churehill “My Early 
Life,” ch, xxvi. 


Ponve Nev 
‘points of view 
in it, whether 
necessarily 


ix 1 for the expressién of all 
relevant to jyacifism. cles 
signed or unsigned, do not 
represent the policy of the Peace 


Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does acceptance of advertisements 
mply ans “ment of, PPI connexion 
with, che idvertised. 


“ANONYMOUS” 


... THE WORD USED TO HIDE THE NAME OF HEINE 
BECAUSE HE WAS A JEW, AND OF WAGNER BECAUSE 


HE WAS A GERMAN. 


IT ALSO COVERS THE IDENTITY 


OF MEN WHO EVEN IN BATTLE HAVE RISEN ABOVE 
THE BARRIERS OF NATIONALITY. 


ie Germany, under official direction, Heine’s 
poems are published as ‘“Anonymous’’-— 

because he was a Jew; and the finger of 
scorn is rightly pointed at a mentality capable 
It was generally 
agreed that only the Nazis would do anything 


of such fatuous foolishness. 


so ridiculous. 


But now «a British officer has done exactly the same 
Captain Padraig Mills, official organizer of a 
concert given in Rome under the auspices of Army 
included in 
the untruthful statement that it was “Anony- 

Wagner’s “Ride of the Valkyries": 
2a brother-offiver, 


thing. 


Education 
(with 
mous”) 
unswer to a letter of protest 
wrote to him as follows: 


“Yes, Roger Wimbush, £ have 
read your letter, and if was Wagner 
—and still I consider it preferable 
to read the word ‘anonymous’, TIn- 
deed, if would be betler if every- 
thing German could be considered 
anonymous and the word ‘German’ 
obliterated trom this earth 

“L have a child—maybe you have, 
fou , 


“My child will be taught the 
German character in its true light. 
Too many times one hears ‘the 
¢Grermans are quite decent people 
really’. 


and Welfare, 


from 


“No, thank you, Capt. Wimbush, 
let us exterminate the Germans 
now—awe may not be so fortunate 
next time.” 


* 


AS a comment upon this nonsensical 
4“ extermination policy, which gives 
such satisfaction to a foolish mund, 


here are two extracts from a small 
book “Above all Nations’* -aets o1 
kindness done to enemies in the 


present war by men of many nations 

compiled by George Catlin, Vera 
Brittain and Sheila Hodges, with a 
foreword by Victor Gollancz, telling 
how men of the race Captain Mills 
wishes to exterminate tended (in the 
second case at the risk of their own 
lives) British wounded, 

Private Harry Gaines tells how a 
German prisoner in a Red Cross hos- 
pital in Normandy succoured him 
when he fell severely wounded. 

“He carried me for 70 yards to the 
beach, then looked down at me, 


*To be published next week by Gallanez, 24. 6a. 


LETTERS 


Can we afford to 
help hungry Europe ? 


WAS amazed to-read the letter from . 
Crump in your issue of Apr. 6. 
in what way do the rations of Dame Sybil 


Thorndike and others diifer from those of the * 


t workers in) Wolverhampton? {f the foud the 
latter obtain is only fit for the dustbin then 


ithe matt should be taken up with the 
Ministry of Food. 
There were four queues of ‘tanxious-fuced 
women” in ao store in Leicester on Friday 
. for biscuits, sweets, oranges and fully fashioned 
| silk stockings! 
When we knew that children in Europe are 


bgt 


arving, not for want of biscui 
dut for the very necessities of ex 
the louder we seream the better. 


| KATHLEEN M. 
VN sae Tiedev, Houghton-on-the-Hill. 


| AS a working-class 
j 
' 


sweets, ete., 
tence, surcly 


OLIVER 


Leicester. 


couple we belteve [. 
Gramps letter mn opseudoshumianism to be 
sheer nonsense. 

The jiruny of this wer is tha! the working- 
lass in this eouytry have never heen more 
sure of 2 meul. We all Know, or rather vusht 
to know, of the tack of food in the so-called 
> Days ef Poure in-a World of Plenty” but it 
j ia certainty mot true in this country during 
‘the war. Variety may be lackirg, though even 
this ig not new for some working-class folk, 
mewing thet breat and putatoos formed their 
staple diet in the halyeon days cf peace. 

A cut would undoubtedly make things con- 
siderably more diffleult but surely we should 
he willing ta put up with a little hardship in 
order ta relieve those who have suffered far 
tnore pnd ever a mach longer period than 


ourselves”? 
BETTY & ARTHUR BAYNTUN 
Bletchley. Bueks. 


9 Bedford Si., Woburn. nr. 


1 regret that 
, tL. Crumov’s 


I have to agree with part of 
letter on proposals ta eut down 
basic rations, Thuse who ext meak in restau- 
rants or canteens or who have tiny children 
do not live on those rations. H is older people 
and those who work in jobs without canteens 
who find the rations litth enough. To reduce 
the rations available on the ordinary card is 
ef eourse the easiest way of saving food for 
Kiurope but hy no means the fairest. Every 
other @inomy should he made first. I suggest 
a few possible ones. 

Jee-cream which muy now be made from 
milk j+ totally unnecessary. So are the grape 
‘fruit on whieh shipping was recently wasted. 


Tobaceo imports should also be cut down to 
bring food. 

An attemp: should be made to step un- 
necessary eating in cafes and hotels. 1 can 
only suggest giving points for meals but that 
could probably be improved on. 

Lastly, much milk can be saved for Kurope's 
babies und children. Infants are allowed such 
excessive quantities of National Dried Milk 
that only a Gargantua could consume them. 
Fucther, anyune (with a baby or not) can buy 
the proprietary dried milke, These should only 
be sold on fhabies’ milk coupons as an alter- 
uative to the National Dried Milk or Jiquid 
milk. 

People who obtain sugar because they own 
bees or fruit bushes should contribute the 
haney and jam to the market. Let us cut 
down the extras of the privileged before touch- 
ing the poor man's rations, 

(Mrs.) 
45 Cambridge Rd., Ely. 


HILDA O'HARE 


LI. G.’s achievements 


We have read your leading article on David 
Liovd George in the issue of Peace News for 
Apr. 6 and we feel bound to express our dis- 
appointment thai such an example of bad taste 
should have anpeared in your paper. While we 
appreciate that what you say may be true, it 
appears regrettable to us that you should have 
concentrated ou the man’s failures and made 
sa little of his ochievements. We refer par- 
ticularly to his struggle for social insurance 
against considerable opposition, and we con- 
sider it to be no belittlement of his efforts (as 
you would seem fo imply in your artiele) that 
such social insurance was already in force in 
Germany. 


A. FREDERIC PHILP a 

MARGARET E. BRITTEN 

GLYN JONES 

ELWYN HAH. THOMAS 
a6 Grove St., Liverpool, 7. 


Forgive Germany ? 


1 was quite shacked to read in your issue of 
Mar. 16 that a PPI conference spent an 
evening session discuseing the question “In the 
interest of a constructive peace, should Ger- 
many be forgiven ?* 

Would not your readers yell with laughter 
ihe Archbishop of Canterbury (for example) 
were to summon a meeting of the Church of 
England to discuss the question “Should we 
Jove our neighhours as ourselves?” 

Perhaps we in a neutral country are in a 
beller position to appreciate incongruities. 


DON ALWYN 


29 Pembroke Rd., Dublin. 
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ees oe ee ees 


by Laurence Housman | 


smiled, put a cigarette in my mouth, 
lit it, and put his lighter in my 
pocket. Then he took off his white 
shirt, tore it into shreds and dressed 
my wounds. Having done this, he 
kissed me with tears in his eves and 
then walked away to attend to cther 


wounded.” e 
Captain Stone, in his — book 
“Prisoner from Alamein” describes 


how, as he lay wounded and helpless, 
German soldiers with a Red Cros car 
came to his rescue, making repeated 
efforts to bandayre his wounds and vet 
him on to a stretcher, in spite of great 
personal danver; for eur own shells 
were falling around from too great a 
distance for the Red Crass flae to be 
seen. 

“How good they were,” writes 
Captain Stone, “these Germans, try- 
ing to save me!” 

He asked one of them, who had 
crawled ap after a burst of shelling, 
for water. The man, “without u 
moment's hesitation, stood up, ran to 
the tank and brought water back.’” 
While at the tank Captain Stone 
could see the man looking fearfully 
toward our gun positions. 

“Tt thanked him. and he left me. 
Another homage T pay every time TI 
think of it.” 


* 


T may be a’satisfaction to Captain 
Padraig Mills that (though he is 


unable to exterminate them as he 
would wish) these men also must 


remain “anonymous.” 

Like Heine, because he was u Jew, 
and like Wagner, because he was a 
German, they do not deserve to have 
their names recorded! 


NON-VIOLENCE 
AND GERMANY 


—— by ———- 


MAURICE CRANSTON 


with a section by 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
éd 
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GIVE YOUTH A 
CHANCE ! 


WYREE discussion of ideas and 
philosophies, strengthened with 
widespread knowledge of facts, is the 
only firm foundation for a_ lasting 
democracy and a peaceful world. 


The PPU Youth Committee, com- 


posed mainly of men and women in | 


close touch with boys and girls of 
school, or clubs, is doing its best to 
ensure that young people will be per- 
mitted to See a true picture of the 
present-day world, where youth, con- 
scripted and regimented, knowing no 
true freedom, is being sacrificed to 
hide mistakes made jin the past by 


April 20, 1945, PEACE NEWS—3 


NO IDENTITY CARDS 


IN PEACE-TIME 
A plea for liberty 


“HE earnest hope that friends of 

liberty will unite to resist the 
continuance of identity cards in time 
of peace’ was expressed by ‘Lord 
Quickswood in a letter in The Times. 
Apr, 10. 

“Such cards,” he wrote, “are seri- 
ously dangerous to liberty in two 
ways: First, they facilitate all sorts 
of further regimentation of citizens, 
and that is, of course, why -it is 
desired to retain them; secondly, they 


’ 


have a most mischievous mora] effect 
in treating the individual as a num- 


their elders, who now exult in the 
so-called victories and are ready to 


promise “jam tomorrow” to the bered item in the aggregate which 
¢eynical youth Who may’ return. makes up the State, 
a . iS “ ny 4 Py yg cs . olter 
Near this picture, we hope to set up There lie before us two alter- 
another, showing the better world | native conceptions of the State: it 
which men, motivated by reason, may be thought an organization useful 


to individuals and essentially their 
servant, or jt may be thought a pagan 
demi-god for whom the — individual 
exists, whose service is his greatest 
glory and whose supremacy js with- 


imagination, courage and 
might well create, 

We realize that youth's vision of 
these pictures will be made more 


good will 


“as pares Wachee sh act: O11Se. imi 
outh; difficult by the mists of hatred roused Bee iit. 
iny s = ‘ ay “The ideas of fascism wil) certainly not he 
hite killed by the war. hey will persisr and 
white “I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL attract and make proselytes just as democratic 
essed NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION idens did after 1815. We have ito fear an 
1 ANOTHER." Anglicized totalitarianism, humane and hene- 
he 


This pledge, signed hy each member, is volent, but essentially destructive of nersonal 


+ and the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. liberty and initiative; and there will be a 
ether Further information from: General strong coalition of philanthropists and bureau- 
Secretary. PPU, Dick Sheppard House. crats eager to regulate their fellow-citizens, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. We must be jealous for our liberties, and to 
book be beyin with must resist being mumbered like 
‘ribes bide 7 conviets in order to facilitate our servitude.” 
piess, by war, of militarism and of pride of | ie pe —_——- — ae 


car arms, so Wwe feel challenged to vaint 


eated the picture in the clearest and truest 
; ares ; ti ” 
d yet » colours—we do not wish to persuade The world I want 
erent youth to be pacifist by hiding facts or A novel form of wublicity was used , 
4 ‘ st Dy Ours : “ ry) nove orm of wublicity was usec recently 
shells by sentimental appeal; we believe just off to the A.G.M., old boy by PPU members in Exmouth. who persuaded 
eat a that constructive pacifism is the cure Colonel Cluylan, veal GO chief and Town 
to pe for the world’s violence and that the which four spenkers wave their views on “The 
ha Shales “Dresses Ww ste . . . World I ant.” In additi t : as 
“rites pul xe Pe ADRES alleeand 0 It is hoped that as many PPU members as possible will attend the cai ea TSA nM aceutee ene eatin! Pp ateiapeitte: 
trirs Oct CO eighth annual general meeting at Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, on housing, and a Methodist minister on the 
; Our task and duty is to see that next week-end (Apr, 28 and 29) commencing at 2 p.m. Application for | rele ote a ue aoe anne ine 
had youth véts at least a chance to read tickets should be sent at once to 6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1, accompanied by ee DUCA dR Aiton Coehonethe 
line 7 and hear about pacifism and to dis- Is. for each ticket and the name and address of the member who will | maiority were non-pacifist. ; 
ae =: vecuss it. for they will certainly learn use it. Emphasizing that communism and fascism 
Sad . A ‘ ys Oa ce bee i 7 7 4 A i A a had been ahle to command a strong folowing 
an to much about militarism. We have to A full report of the proceedings will appear in the six-page issue which | because of the breakdown of the Christian 
ack.” publish suitable pamphlets, show we shull publish on May 4. tradition, Danald Port said that the funda- 
Ston Sood films, arrange debates, meetings, : ° mental nacifist belief in the human person was 
: e s , & - A f “essary srequisite ilding i 
fully ~reek-end schools and camps, where Public meeting to follow Ee prerequisite to the building of a 
: youth of a teclases and PRU ae é Other groups may care to try this form of 
t iscuss 0 world affairs . A we . 2efingg as ¢ ans of reaching a wider non- 
me, meet and ad scuss oth ; es é Ny \ It is also haped that members living in the London Area and the Home SAS eek means of reaching a wide oO 
ue JT and the concerns of the individual. Counties will do their best to support and make known the Sunday after i a ‘ 
me 5S Bs s é ay . a —-——__— 
The hope of the future lies in ue noon public meeting that begins at 2 o’clock—after the AGM, A : 
‘hands, minds and hearts of youth— T ey 7" Uaace Thi : , Following the reduction of his 4220 fine to 
ait ls, me - a ee a ae pen 4 The subject will be Cease Fire In Europe—And Then?” = Corder | 45 on appeal for refusing a direction to take 
h he eip us to give youn aid: | Catchpool will be in the chair, The speakers will be Vera Brittain, Prof. | up land work, Frederick H.-U. Bowman, the 
opal chance? | Tom Finnegan (Magee University, Londonderry), and the Rev. George | pacifist author. bas exercised the ancient right 
he is SYDNEY GEORGE CONBEER | Macleod, MC (Leader ef lona Community). ieeeganndsem Dae Cas Al a bd ql 
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Can the Allies stay united? 


“OBSERVER” CONTINUED 


President Truman’s request that M. 
Molotov should be at San Francisco 
cloes not alter the facts of this situa- 
tion, although it has certainly im- 
proved the atmosphere—for the time 
being, at any rate. 


The Soviet view 


TT is, of course a commonplace of 
history that in the moment of 
victory Allies fall out with one 
another. It is equally a commonplace 
of British history that when Britain 
has fought to the uttermost to prevent 
a single Power from dominating the 
Continent, it will turn away from the 
new dominant Power. So Britain 
turned away from France after 1918. 
But it is not possible to say on this 
occasion that Britain has taken the 
initiative in withdrawing confidence 
from Russia. Throughout the 
initiative in unilateral action has been 
taken by Russia. Until one cannot 
keep out of one’s mind the fear that 
Russia is indeed preparing for the 
next war, prophesied by Stalin as re- 
eently as 1937 when in “Problems of 
Leninism” he declared that Soviet 
policy was to overthrow imperialism 
in all countries through “a series of 
frightful collisions between the Soviet 
Republic and the bourgeois States.” 
It would be ostrich-like to persuade 
ourselves that the policy has been 
completely discarded. This view of 
history and of the Russian mission is 
inculeated into every child in Russia. 
The gospel of Stalinist Marx- 
Leninism is as much the Russian 
gospel as ever; and the indoctrination 
of Russian youth is quite as thorough 
as the indoctrination of German 
youth by Hitler. The difference is 
that it has gone on a good deal longer. 


Preparing for No. 3? 
is the Russians, not the British 


[t 

or the Americans, who are taught 
from infancy to rerard World War III 
as inevitable, The great social 
changes that have taken place in 
Russia during the last ten years—and 

i=J y 

particularly during the war itself— 
do not in the least conflict with this 
indoctrination, The Times (Apr, 11) 
sums them up in what is intended to 
be a eulogy of Soviet Russia. 

“The public imagination in Russia as else- 
where has been caught by the great develop- 
ments evolved during the war—the new free- 
dom for religion, the exaltation of patriotism, 
the granting of extremely high pay and many 
precious privileges to leading officers and 
officials, the sharpening of distinctions between 
ranks... Such changes will almost certainly 
shape Soviet society for many years to come. 
The sons and daughters of high-ranking 
officers and officials are having an easier time 
and a better start in life than the families of 
most unskilled and semi-skilled workers. A 
reservoir of talent is forming, at and near the 
top, from which some—though by no means all 
—of the leaders and State representatives of 
tomorrow are likely to be drawn.”’ 


These changes are more like pre- 
parations for Armageddon than 
diversions from it. The evidence is 
that after this war Russia will be by’ 
far the most completely militarized 
and militarist Great Power in the 
whole world. That its intentions must 
necessarily be defensive and _ not 
aggressive is a thesis which cannot 
hold. 

Soviet Imperialism, as manifest in 
Eastern Europe, is no doubt a 
different kind of Imperialism. But so 
wag Napoleonic Imperialism in_ its 
day. We have no hesitation in calling 
it plain Imperialism today. 


Lack of understanding 


WE must not deceive ourselves. 

The future is about as dark as 
it is possible to conceive. Nothing less 
than a really fundamental improve- 


To group secretaries 


John Barclay writes: “My wife had 
unexpectedly to undergo a major 
operation on Apr. 10. This wil] mean 
that she cannot undertake any speak- 
ing engagements for three months, 
and will not be able to deal with 
correspondence for 4 or 5 weeks, I 
am glad to say the operation has 
been completely successful and we 
are hoping for one hundred per cent. 
recovery.” 


Parliamentary questions and answers on a 
number of post-war matters are an important 
part of the contents of The CO’s Hansard, No. 
17, just published by the Central Board for 
COs (6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1), price 6d. (by 
post 7d.). It covers the period Sept. 26, 1944, 
to Mar. 6, 1945, and contains a,mass of useful 
information to which an index makes reference 


easy. 


ment in relations between Russia and 
the Western Allies is raquired. And 
the sycophancy towards Russia of so 
much of our Left-inclined Press is 
not merely discreditable in itself, but 
highly dangerous. It sedulously con- 
ceals the real problem: which is to 
discover some firm basis of genuine 
ag distinct from fictitious under- 
standing with Russia. This is far 
more difficult than is generally sup- 
posed. The accommodating and 
elastic formulae of Teheran and 
Yalta merely lead to an increase of 
mistrust. 


For my own part, I ask myself 
whether real understanding | is | 
possible between a __ totalitarian 


society and a libertarian one. The 
conditioning of the human being in 
them is so absolutely different from 
the cradle onwards that they are 
truly incomprehensible to one another, 
The bases of morality, the habits of 
thought, the patterns of life are 60 
alien to one another, that it is not 
surprising that the only common 
language that exists between them is 
that of exact science. And human 
history is not, and never will be, the 
province of exact science. 


What Greece needs 


NTO-ONE—not even those who 
** believe, as Iam inclined to do, that 
Greece does best under a monarchy— 
will get any satisfaction from the 
news of the Royalist reaction which 
hag overthrown Gen. Plastiras, 
though he personally deserved no 
better. 
story of violent oscillation between 
factions is to be resumed. 

What Greece desperately needs is 
an efficient and honest administra- 
tion. There is no more reason to 
suppose that the Royalists will pro- 
vide it than that EAM would have 
done. 

Greece cannot afford the luxury of 
politics: it has not the basis on which 
politics is possible. Said M. Sofian- 
spoulos, the Foreign Minister in the 
Plastiras government who has, so far, 
kept his-post under Voulgaris: 

“There are no electoral registers and they 
cannot be prepared very soon because of the 
complete absence of any adequate administra- 
tive apparatus. The devastation of Greece is 


so appalling that an office with a table and a 
chair in it is a rarity. How can a plebiscite be 


It looks as though the sorry | 


“BE FRIENDLY TO 
ENEMIES” 


The Daily Express, on Thursday 
last, reported: 


HE vicar of Needham Market 
(Suffolk), the Rev. W. G. 


Hargrave Thomas, yesterday told 
Cramer Rotary Club he regretted 
that our generals would not permit 
‘| the Forces to fraternize with the 
Germans. 

The only alternative to force, he 
said, was love, and because of that 
the hand of friendship should be 
extended to the Germans and Japs, 


particularly after they ~~ were 
defeated. 
“TI know the Germans have 


|| brought the bombardment of their 
towns and cities on themselves, but 
it will be horrible to make them 
suffer for it in years to come. 

“That is asking for trouble again 
in a few years’ time. What the 
world really needs is a spirit of 
friendliness.’ 


WILL FIGHT DEFENCE 
REGULATIONS 


“WE shal] not fight on the hills and 

the beaches and other romantic 
places; our fight will be in the fac- 
tories; and the workshops. We shall 
not use blockbusters and tanks; we 
shal} not even use tommy guns and 
grenades, Our weapons are t.e f.ce- 
dom of speech and the freedom of the 
Press.” 

This statement was made by 
Herbert Read to an audience of 
nearly 700 people at the Holborn Hall 
on Sunday evening, when a protest 
meeting: was held in connection with 


; the trial of four anarchists on charges 


under the Defence Regulations, 
“We have been challenged,” added 


Herbert Read. “We accept the 
challenge. We shal] fight the Defence 


Regulations and that foul and un- 
English institution, the Political 
Police. We shall fight tyranny and 
oppression everywhere in the world 
until freedom is an absolute reality 
and justice is a2 natural right.” 

Other speakers were: George Padmore, 
Frederick Lohr, Ernest Silverman, Geoffrey 
Pittock-Buss (PPU). F. A. Ridley (ILP), and 
Tom Sargant (Common Wealth). Reginald 


Reynolds was in the chair, and a collection, 


held under such circumstances?” (Observer, ; cS 

Apr. 13.) taken by Ethel] Mannin, amounted to £100. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) Middle West, I understand? Have 

chances. Lecturing in Dallas, Texas, you noticed whether there is less sec- 


a few weeks earlier, I sat next to a 
local editor to whom I expressed my 
astonishment at finding the name of 
Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt on my 
lecture-manager’s list. 

“T can’t think how she finds time,” 
I said. “She must have the most 
amazing energy. I’d like to meet her.” 

“And she’d like to meet you,” was 
the unexpected response. “I'll tell 
my friend Mrs, P. at Austin. She’s 
an old friend of Mrs, Roosevelt, and I 
know she’d love to arrange it.” 

I thanked him ineptly, feeling 
somewhat overwhelmed by the 
promptness with which the democratic 
accessibility of the First Lady had 
transformed a _ rhetorical aspiration 
into a practical probability. When 
the luncheon with Mrs, Roosevelt 
actually took place I did not expect 
to see the President, for a day or 


two earlier the American gunboat 
“Panay” had been sunk by the 


Japanese during the war with China, 
and I knew that Mr. Roosevelt was 
considering the American Note to 
Japan. But the brief after-luncheon 
conversation was ended by an an- 
nouncement from a_ butler, “The 
President is ready,’ and I followed 
him through a series of dark corridors 
to the closed door of a secluded study. 


What he asked 


This unexpected courtesy and the 
wait outside the door made me feel a 
little breathless when I was finally 
shown in, but at the first sight of 
the smiling seated figure in a large 
chair pushed back from the big desk, 
my nervousness vanished. His pallor, 
and the. lines of strain which even 
then hollowed his cheeks, seemed only 
to intensify the invincible charm of 
his manner and the genial infor- 
mality of his greeting. 

Like all great men he sought, not to 
instruct me, but to require whatever 
small contribution I could make to his 
own knowledge. 

“You’ve been 


lecturing in the 


tionalism in that part of the country 
than you found last time you were 
there?” 

I replied that I thought there was 
less. Three years earlier, I had been 
asked hardly any questions about the 
European situation, and my audiences 
even seemed to dislike hearing about 
it, but now there was a definite desire 
for more information. 

“T quite agree,” Mr. Roosevelt said. 
“T’ve noticed exactly the same thing 
on my own campaigns.” 

I recall no more of the interview, 
except that it ended in mutual agree- 
ment that the moment was an anxious 
one for both our countries. But the 
reassuring smile with which the 
President dismissed me suggested that 
if anyone could find a way out, it was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


What happens now? 


In the years that have followed, the 
intense pallor and the lines of strain 
increased. On Jan. 15 last, one of 
my best-informed American corre- 
spondents wrote me that, in his view, 
the President ought not to risk the 
trip to the forthcoming conference of 
the Big Three. “From one point of 
view he should not go; he , looks 
shockingly in the movies, a completely 
altered personality, with the deepest 
of dark lines. If anything should 
happen to him he will be succeeded 
by_an unfit and untried man.” | 

Today that untried man—mild, 
modest, conscientious — has been 
pushed by fate into the saddle at the 
moment most critical of any in the 
history for the future of mankind. ... 


* x * 
When Roosevelt’s end was an- 
nounced, it is reported that Tokio 


radio said: “We will now introduce a 
few moments of special music to 
honour the passing of this great 
man.” Pac’fists, too, all over the 
world can do no less than similarly 
mourn the arch-opponent of pacifisng. 


No cadets in 


schools 


- County Council 


“Despite an effort by Col. C. A. 
Baker, supported by Lord Raglan, 
Monmouthshire County Council still 
declined yesterday to allow Army 
Cadet units in its secondary schools. 

“Lord Raglan said that sensible 
people were coming to the view that 
it would be necessary to have some 
form of compulsory training in order 
to be prepared if future necessity 
arose. ~ 

“Alderman S. Jones: ‘The two pre- 
vious speakers have learnt nothing™ 
from the present war. They did nob 
ask for international co-operation, but 
unless that was brought about wars 
would be bound to continue. They 
preferred to raise the old “parrot-cry” 
of more militarism.’ 

“Alderman J. J. Panes said the 
committee was not prepared to admit 
Army Cadet units into secondary 
schools. Children ought not to be 
faced with military training at school. 
If the country had to have an army 
the school was not the place it should. 
be provided from.” 


~-Western Mail, Apr. 5, 
* 


“Mr. Willink, Minister of Health, speaking: 
at Reading last night, attacked the refusal by 
2 county (Monmouthshire) education commit- 
tee, with a socialist majority, to allow cadete. 
into its schools. 


“How strange, how sinister, it was that 
already we were being reminded of the days, 
10 years or so ago, when to encourage or to 
enable n young man to learn to defend his 
threatened homeland was described as, mili- 
tarism or war-mongering.”” 

Daily Telegraph, Apr. 13. 


x 


The Daily Express, Apr. 10, commented: 

“Why this sudden onset of spring madnese ? 
Is this how the first twinge of the victory 
feeling takes some people—straight back to the 
moud and the iilusions of ten years ago? 


“They fear, so they say, that cadet corps and 
such like will provide young people not only 
with military aptitude but with the military 
outlook of some States on the Continent. They 
are afraid of war but, even before this war 
ends, they adopt the surest means of bringing 
about another one. 


“The lesson proved twice over in one gener- 
ation needs no more trial and error experi- 
ments. It is this :— 


“There is no quicker way of developing the 
military outlook and appetite in aggressor 
countries than being unprepared, or evem 
Jooking unprepared, in Britain.” 


a 


Sir Hugh Roberton 


more to one man,'” 
Times of Sir Hugh: 


“No choir has owed 
said fast week’s Radio 
Roberton, founder of the Glasgow Orpheur- 
Choir which, in celebration of the fortieth 
anniversary of its first public concert, broad- 
cast a special programme on Sunday evening.. 
“Throughout its history Sir Hugh Roberton 
has been its inspirational force, not only as a. 
conductor but as a composer,” added the Radio- 
Times. 

Sir Hugh Roberton is well known in Scot-- 
land as a supporter of peace movements over 
many years. He is president of the United 
Peace Campaign, Glasgow. 


(6d.; by post 7d.) 


C.0. & the Future 


All about demobilisation, jobs, " 
reinstatement, etc. Now in 
its third edition. 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1 


er a 
re 
ESSENTIAL OIL 


OF GARLIC 


Universal Purifier 


Famous in history for 5000 years as a 
remedy for many common ills, this 
powerful natural healing agent is 
now deodorised and ‘civilised’ for 
the use of all in 


ALLYSOL 


LIQUID, TABLETS, OINTMENT 
which impart ng taint whatever to 
the breath or person. 

For Rheumatism, Catarrh, Gastric and 
Duodenal Ulcers, Colitis, Worms, 
Varicose veins, Eczema, Chilblains, etc. 


Send stamps Sd. for Two 20-page booklets 
of Lite-conserying information. 


be Allysol Company, FAIRLIGHT, SUSSEX 


~ Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4, by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford: 
Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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